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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The purpose of this course is to study, in a systematic way, the major doctrines of the Christian faith with emphasis on the doctrines of God, humanity, sin, and the person and work of Jesus Christ. Related themes covered will be theological method, revelation, the inspiration and authority of scripture, the Trinity, creation, the problem of evil, and the atonement.  We will also discuss the theological task and reasons for “doing theology” in our contemporary world.  The foundation of this course will be biblical, the perspective will be Wesleyan, and the approach will be pastoral. A major objective will be to enrich each student’s spiritual and intellectual life through this study of our lively heritage of faith.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The following are competencies for the Ordination Course of Study which are achieved by this course:

1. Ability to demonstrate an understanding of the sources of theological reflection, its biblical foundations, its historical development, and its contemporary expressions.
2. Ability to integrate Scripture, tradition, reason and experience for theological reflection.
3. Ability to identify and explain the main characteristics of the doctrines of God, humanity, sin, and salvation; define important theological terms.
4. Ability to articulate the distinctive characteristics of Wesleyan-holiness theology.
5. Ability to list and explain the Articles of Faith of the Church of the Nazarene (or of your own denominational affiliation). 
6. Ability to reflect theologically on life, on critical social issues, and specific activities in parish ministry, as well as to discover adequate foundations for appropriate actions.
7. Ability to give a theological rationale for leading a local congregation in becoming a missional church.
8. Ability to integrate Wesleyan-holiness theology and disciplines into spiritual practices that serve to enrich one’s spiritual pilgrimage.

9. Ability to synthesize, analyze, reason logically, discern, assess, and problem solve as well as live with ambiguity.

10. Ability to analyze the validity of arguments and to identify their presuppositions and consequences.

COURSE INSTRUCTOR

Rev. Ted MacNeil: MDiv Nazarene Theological Seminary, 1996; BA, Eastern Nazarene College, 1993

Pastor, Cornerstone Community, 1998-present;  Spiritual Care Coordinator, UMassMemorial Hospice 2000-present
COURSE TEXTBOOKS REQUIRED
1. Holy Bible (RSV, NRSV, or NAS recommended).

2. Dunning, H. Ray. Grace, Faith and Holiness A Wesleyan Systematic Theology. Kansas City, MO: Nazarene Publishing House, 1988. Print.

3. Stone, Howard W., and James O. Duke.  How to Think Theologically.  2nd Ed.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2006. (Book Used in Intro to Christian Thought)

4. Thorsen, Don.  An Exploration of Christian Theology.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson  Publishers, 2008.
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS & EVALUATIONS
1. Class Attendance  

Since class sessions are the primary means in which the instructor and students can share the material covered in the reading assignments and subject matter, class attendance is crucial. Because we are only meeting five times it is imperative not to miss any of the class dates.  In cases of EXTREME emergency, there will be one excused absence allowed – provided that the student has contacted the instructor ahead of time, and submits all class work on time electronically.  One unexcused absence will automatically reduce the class grade by 1 letter grade.  Being late for class is also a consideration.  A student is considered late 15 minutes after the hour.  Arriving late two times will equal one unexcused absence.  Arriving on time in order to make the most of the class time together is the intended goal of these procedures. 
2. Course Grade
A) There will be 2 in class exams covering the designated sections from the Course                                             Outline. These exams will consist of a combination of essay, data, and short answer, based on material covered from the class discussions and texts. These 2 exams will
together constitute 1/3 of the final grade.  

B) There will also be nine (two or three page) Reading Reports,  to be submitted electronically  by email, one due each of the ten weeks by Friday.  These reports are to be type-written, 12 point font, double spaced, 1 inch margined, two page minimum to three page maximum length works. These Reading Reports together will constitute 1/3 of the final grade. These reports are to be an analysis of the material and a personal reflection of your own thoughts and impressions as you complete each week’s reading assignment.  Grade reduction will apply for papers that are badly written, having typos or poor grammar.  EACH REPORT MUST COVER THE FOLLOWING: 
1) An overview description of the assigned reading that week from ONE OF THE BOOKS you have                  read. 
2) A critique of the reading describing what you liked and disliked – and why.  
3) A description of how the material read will apply itself to real-life ministry.  The instructor will be looking for genuine wrestling with the texts and not just a report that the reading was done.

C) There will also be 2 Papers, one due on Class 3, December 10th, and the other due on the final day of class, January 24th.  
Paper 1: A Doctrinal Essay and In Class Presentation: One of the 6 major doctrines covered in this class will be selected for a 9-12 page essay paper.  The paper will reflect thorough research and thoughtful reflection on the part of the student, and will involve an oral presentation in class.  The presentation will not merely be a reading of the paper – but must be presented in a teaching format.

Research sources should include the texts for this class, but additional sources are also encouraged utilizing the source list provided by the instructor on the first day of class.
Paper 2: A Theological Reflection Paper on A Contemporary Issue:
Utilizing the Stone and Duke book, this paper will attempt to address a social or ecclesial issue confronting the church today. Identifying, defining and analyzing the issue with the tools of Christian theological reflection will be the primary goal of this paper which should be 9-12 pages in length. The history of the issue, it’s cultural or philosophical elements, the challenges it poses to the church, and how or what Christian theology has to offer as a response will comprise the content of the paper.  Research sources should include the texts for this class, but additional sources are also encouraged utilizing the source list provided by the instructor on the first day of class.
These papers will follow the a standard APA format provided in class for research papers and should be approximately 9 to 12 typewritten pages in length (12 point font, 1 inch margins, double spaced).  All quotes or references on these papers are to be documented, cited, or footnoted on the pages. These 2  Papers will together constitute 1/3 of the final grade.  Note: A paper turned in one day late will equal a one letter grade reduction for that paper.
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COURSE SCHEDULE / OUTLINE  (Reading listed is to be completed for each class date)

Session 1 : Saturday November 12th
Subjects:  Orientation, Understanding Theological Method: Prolegomena; The 
Wesleyan Method; Revelation and Our Knowledge of God.

Reading Due:
Thorsen – Chapters 1-5. 






Stone and Duke – Chapters 1-3.






Dunning – Chapters 1-5



Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #1 E-mailed Nov. 11th



Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #2 E-mailed Nov. 18th



Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #3 E-mailed Nov. 25th
Session 2: Saturday November 26th


Subjects:  The Doctrines of God, Trinity, Creation and Humanity; 


        
Reading:  
Thorsen – Chapters 6-11 .






Stone and Duke – Chapters 4 and 6





Dunning –Chapters 6-9


        
Assignments  Due:  Topic selected for Doctrinal Essay Paper.




Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #4-- E-mailed Dec. 2nd



Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #5-- E-mailed Dec. 9th
Session 3: Saturday December 10th 


Subjects:  The Doctrines of God, Christology, Hamartiology, & Atonement



Reading: 
Thorsen – Chapters 12-15






Stone and Duke – Chapters 5 and 7






Dunning – Chapters 10-12



In Class Exam 1 (covering material from sessions 1 and 2)

                                     Assignments  Due:  Doctrinal Essay Paper and Presentation
                                    Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #6-- E-mailed Dec. 16th
C  H   R   I   S   T   M   A   S       B   R   E   A   K

(December 17 – 31)
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Session 4: Saturday January 7th


Subjects:  Christology, Anthropology, Atonement, and Pneumatology


        
Reading:  
Thorsen – Chapters 16-17.






Stone and Duke – Chapter 8.






Dunning -13-15
                                    Assignment Due:  Topic Selected for Reflection Paper

                                    Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #7-- E-mailed Jan. 6th
                                    Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #8-- E-mailed Jan. 13th
                                    Assignment Due:  Weekly Reading Report #9-- E-mailed Jan. 20th
Session 5: Saturday January 21
Subjects: Pneumatology (Doctrine of the Holy Spirit) Wesleyan Implications    

For Contemporary Theological Issues


       
Reading:  
Thorsen – none



           

Stone and Duke – none 





Dunning – 16-17



In Class Final Exam (covering material from sessions 3 and 4)

Assignments Due:  Theological Reflection Paper 
A Note to Students:

For those students who have made it this far online through a reading of this class syllabus, and are still motivated to register for this class, welcome.

In case you are wondering, the lecture time will be supplemented with class discussion, practical application of theological concepts, theological exercises, and various video presentations to help break up the long days.

There will be two short breaks of 10 minutes in the morning and late day, with a longer break in the middle of 45 minutes for lunch/dinner.

You will also notice that for most of the classes there are two weeks and on one occasion three weeks of time between classes.  This means that it is vital for you to get the reading done in between.

The subject matter and format of this course promise to be one of the most stimulating, enriching, and challenging courses in your Reynolds experience.

I look forward to being with you in class this Winter.

Rev. Ted MacNeil 
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NOTE ABOUT ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Honesty in all academic endeavors is vital as an expression of the Christian life.  It is required that students at Nazarene Bible College will not participate in cheating, plagiarism*, or other forms of academic dishonesty nor encourage or condone such behavior by permitting it and/or allowing it to go unreported.


All assignments must be the student’s original work for the course in which the material is submitted.  In other words, it is unethical when a student utilizes work that is not his/her own.   Proper credit must be given to the source of the information.


Academic dishonesty is a serious violation of morality, and academic integrity.  The minimum penalty for academic dishonesty will be failure of the assignment.  More stringent measures may include failure of the course, disciplinary probation, or disciplinary suspension.


***Plagiarism is using another’s words or ideas as one’s own work without properly

 crediting the original source.

NOTE ON PERSONAL INFORMATION:  PLEASE put your name, date, and student mailbox number on every assignment submitted to this course.  This will help in identifying your work and assuring you receive full credit for your work.  

NOTE ON LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY.  For each week (or part of a week) an assignment is late, the point total for that particular assignment will be reduced by 10% per week, in addition to any reductions made for the quality of the work.  In certain extenuating circumstances or by prior arrangement, work submitted after the due date will not be counted as late. NOTE:  for all late assignments, please put TWO dates – the date the assignment was originally due AND the date the assignment was actually submitted.  
COURSE GRADING SYSTEM 
Final grades will be determined by a point system on the following course elements for a total of 1000 points:

· Attendance and Class Participation - 100 points

(Attendance – 50 points; Class Participation – 50 points)
· Weekly Reading Report – 300 points

· Doctrine Presentation & Essay –150 points. 

· Research and Reflection Paper – 150 points.

· Exam I – 150 points

· Final Exam – 150 points.

ASSIGNMENT POINTS AND LETTER GRADES 






A
950-1000

A- 900-949

B+
870-899

B
830-869

B- 800-829

C+
770-799

C
730-769

C- 700-729

D+
670-699

D
630-669

D- 600-629

F
Below 600
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SELECTED REFERENCES:

1. Barbour, Ian G. When Science Meets Religion:  Enemies, Strangers, or Partners. New York, NY:  Harper Collins Publishers, 2000.
2. Chan, Simon. Spiritual Theology: A Systematic Study of the Christian Life. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998.
3. Chilcote, Paul W., ed. Wesleyan Tradition:  A Paradigm for Renewal. Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 2002.

4. Collins, Kenneth. The Evangelical Moment: The Promise of an American Religion. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005.

5. Davis, John Jefferson. Foundations of Evangelical Theology. Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Book House, 1984.

6. Dunning, H. Ray. Grace, Faith, and Holiness. Kansas City, MO:  Beacon Hill Press, 1988.

7. Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Books, 1998.

8. Erickson, Millard J. Making Sense of the Trinity:  Three Crucial Questions. Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Books, 2000.

9. Erickson, Millard J. Where is Theology Going?:  Issues and Perspectives on the Future of Theology. Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Books, 1994.

10. Gonzalez, Justo L., and Zaida Maldonado Perez. An Introduction to Christian Theology. Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 2002.

11. Greathouse, William M. Wholeness in Christ:  Toward a Biblical Theology of Holiness.  Kansas City, MO:  Beacon Hill Press, 1998.

12. Grenz, Stanley. Renewing the Center:  Evangelical Theology in a Post-Theological Era. Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Academic, 2002.

13. Grenz, Stanley. Theology for the Community of God. Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans Publishing House, 1994.

14. Grenz, Stanley. What Christians Really Believe and Why. Louisville, KY:  Westminster John Knox Press, 1998.

15. Grider, J. Kenneth. A Wesleyan-Holiness Theology. Kansas City, MO:  Beacon Hill Press, 1994.

16. Gunter, W. Stephen, et. al. Wesley and the Quadrilateral:  Renewing the Conversation. Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 1997.
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17. House, H. Wayne. Charts of Christian Theology and Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

18. Hughes, Richard T. How Christian Faith Can Sustain the Life of the Mind. Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmanns Publishing, 2001.

19. Hynson, Leon O. Through Faith to Understanding: Wesleyan Essays on Vital Christianity. Lexington, KY: Emeth Press, 2005.

20. Killen, Patricia O’Connell, and John De Beer. The Art of Theological Reflection. New York, NY:  Crossroad Publishing, 2001.

21. Knight, Henry L. A Future for Truth:  Evangelical Theology in the Postmodern World. Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 1997.

22. Lewis, C. S. Mere Christianity. San Francisco, CA:  Harper and Row, 2001 (Reprint).

23. Lodahl, Michael. The Story of God:  Wesleyan Theology and Biblical 

Narrative. Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1994.

24. Maddox, Randy L. Responsible Grace:  John Wesley’s Practical Theology. Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 1994.

25. McDermott, Gerald R. Can Evangelicals Learn From World Religions:  Jesus, Revelation, and Religious Traditions. Downers Grove, IL:  Intervarsity Press, 2000.

26. McGrath, Alister. A Passion for Truth:  The Intellectual Coherence of Evangelicalism. Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1996.

27. McGrath, Alister. Christian Theology:  An Introduction. Malden, MA:  Blackwell Publishers, 1998.

28. McGrath, Alister. The Future of Christianity. Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishers, 2002.

29. McKenna, David. What a Time to be Wesleyan!:  Proclaiming the Holiness Message With Passion and Purpose.  Kansas City, MO:  Beacon Hill Press, 1999.

30. Middleton, J. Richard, and Brian J. Walsh. Truth is Stranger Than It Used to Be:  Biblical Faith in a Postmodern Age. Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1995.

31. Migliore, Daniel L. Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to 
Christian Theology. Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1991.

32. Moore, Frank. Coffee Shop Theology:  Translating Doctrinal Jargon into Everyday Life. Kansas City, MO:  Beacon Hill Press, 1998.
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33. Oden, Thomas. Systematic Theology (Three Volumes):  “The Living God,” “The Word of Life,” and “Life in the Spirit.” San Francisco, CA:  Harper and Row Publishers, 1987f.

34. Olson, Mark K. John Wesley’s ‘A Plain Account of Christian Perfection’: The Annotated Edition. Fenwick, MI: Alethea in Heart Publishers, 2005.

35. Olson, Roger E. Questions to All Your Answers: The Journey from Folk Religion to Examined Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishers, 2007.

36. Plantinga, Cornelius. Engaging God’s World: A Christian Vision of Faith, Learning, and Living. Grand Rapids. MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2002.

37. Poe, Harry Lee. Christian Witness in a Postmodern World. Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 2001.

38. Polkinghorne, John. Science and Theology:  An Introduction. Minneapolis, MN:  Fortress Press, 1998.

39. Powell, Samuel, and Michael E. Lodahl, eds. Embodied Holiness:  Toward a Corporate Theology of Spiritual Growth. Downers Grove, Ill:  InterVarsity Press, 1999.

40. Runyon, Theodore. The New Creation:  John Wesley’s Theology Today.  Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press, 1998.

41. Sanders, John. The God Who Risks: A Theology of Divine Providence. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007.

42. Shelley, Bruce. Theology for Ordinary People. Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1993.

43. Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door:  A Basic Worldview Catalog. Downers Grove, Ill:  InterVarsity Press, 1988.

44. Truesdale, Al, and Keri Mitchell. With Cords of Love: A Wesleyan Response to Religious Pluralism. 

45. Volf, Miroslav, and Dorothy C. Bass. Practicing Theology:  Beliefs and Practices in Christian Life. Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2002.

46. Ward, Keith. The Big Questions in Science and Religion. West Conshohocken, PA: Templeton Foundation Press, 2008.

47. Webber, Robert. The Divine Embrace: Recovering the Passionate Spiritual Life. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2006.

48. Webber, Robert. Who Gets to Narrate the World: Contending for the Christian Story in an Age of Rivals. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008.
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49. Wiley, H. Orton. Christian Theology (Volumes 1 and 2). Kansas City, MO:  Beacon Hill Press, 1940.

50. Wright, N. T. Surprised By Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers, 2008.

SELECTED WEB SITES:

1. Wesley Center for Applied Theology (NNU) – www.wesley.nnu.edu
2. Wesleyan Theological Journal – www.wesley.nnc.edu/theojrnl
3. Wesley Heritage Foundation – www.gbgm-umc.org/wesleyheritagefoundation/obrasdewesley.asp 
4. Wesley Studies - www.wesleyanstudies.org 
5. Christian Resource Institute – www.cresourcei.org 
6. Theology Today – http://theologytoday.ptsem.edu 
7. Christianity Today Homepage – www.christianity.net/ct
8. Books and Culture:  A Christian Review – www.christianity.net/bc
9. Christian History Weekly Online Magazine – www.christianity.net/christianhistory
10. Keith Drury Writings (Wesleyan Church) – www.indwes.edu/tuesday
11. Theology on the Web/Creeds of Christendom – www.dma.org/~thawes/
12. Christian Classics Library – www.ccel.wheaton.edu/
13. Zondervan Communication Links – www.zondervan.com/news/
14. WORLD Magazine – www.worldmag.com/ 
15. Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals – www.wheaton.edu/ 

16. Documents of the Protestant Reformation – www.mun.ca/rels/hrollman/reform/reform.html
17. Religion Today Newsletter – www.religiontoday.com/CurrentNewsSummary
18. Worldwide Study Bible – www.ccel.org.wwsb
19. The Crossroads Project/Christian Apologetics – www.crossrds.org/index.htm
20. Christian Theology Research Fellowship – home.apu.edu/~CTRF
21. Touchstone (Christian Unity site) – www.touchstonemag.com
22. Wesleyan Studies – http://wesleyanstudies.org
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23. John Wesley:  Holiness of Heart and Life – http://gbgm-umc.org/UMW/Wesley
Theology/Ethics Resources – http://personal2.stthomas.edu/gwschlabach/sources.htm
24. THOR Virtual Reference Desk – http://thorplus.lib.purdue.edu/reference/index.html
25. Institute for Christian Leadership – http://iclnet93.iclnet.org/pub/resources/christian-books.html
26. ProQuest Religion Periodicals Database – www.bellhowell.infolearning.com/proquest
Account Name:  007QRW8CXS

Password:  WELCOME
27. Computer Assisted Theology – http://info.ox.ac.uk/ctitext/theology
28. Christian Theology Page – www.bu.edu/people/bpstone/theology/theology.html
29. Chuck Colson Sites – www.breakpoint.com; www.wilberforce.com
30. Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals – www.wheaton.edu/isae
31. Theology Today – http://theologytoday.ptsem.edu
32. American Academy of Religion – www.aar-site.org
33. Library of Congress Home Page – http://lcweb.loc.gov
