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Preaching the Genres of Scripture

Reynolds Institute Preaching Seminar

Fall 2010

Monday 7:00-9:00pm
St. Paul’s Church of the Nazarene, Duxbury, MA
Rev. Lisa Morrison  MRE, MDiv (concentrated in preaching), ThM (preaching)

(781) 588-5898

eaglensight@comcast.net
CEU: 1

Course Description

An introduction to the rhetorical characteristics of various genres of Scripture and their implications for preaching. Practice preaching sermons using the rhetorical characteristics of the various genres. 

Course Objectives

· Summarize basic concepts of genre criticism.

· Study the rhetorical nature of the Bible.

· Master the literary characteristics of biblical nature. 

· Understand the rhetorical characteristics of various genres such as parables, proverbs, psalms…

· Use rhetorical criticism when exegeting passages from the different genres.

· Appreciate the artistry of the Bible.

Course Textbooks 

Arthurs, Jeffrey, Preaching with Variety: How to Re-Create the Dynamics of Biblical Genres. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publishers, 2007.

Long, Thomas. Preaching and the Literary Forms of the Bible. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1989.

Course Requirements

Attendance: In order to receive the full amount of CEUs assigned, 100% attendance is required. 

Reading: Please read both textbooks in their entirety.

Seminar: Research the literary/rhetorical characteristics of a biblical genre from the list below and recommend how to preach that form of literature to the class. Teach in seminar format using a mixture of lecture, discussion and visuals. 


-During the seminar include at least 1 creative participatory student exercise


-Devote half of your time to discussion. (This is a seminar class.)


-Blend theory and praxis. Equip us to read and preach the Word with skill. 

-Have a bibliography available for each person in the class of the sources used for your seminar.

-You will work with a partner on this seminar. 



Gospel



Narrative



Proverb



“Stable” Wisdom Literature  (Proverbs, Song of Solomon)



“Radical” Wisdom Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes)



Parable



Apocalypse



Epistle



Law



Prophecy



Speeches

Sermon: Preach a sermon from one of the genres that have been presented in class. Use at least 2 of the communication methods that have been presented in class seminars. Skeletal notes permitted. 

Course Schedule

Date


Activity




Sept. 20

Seminar: The Bible as Literature and Rhetoric

Morrison

Sept. 27

Seminar: Lyric Poetry
Sermon



Morrison

Oct. 4


Seminars

Oct. 11


No class (Columbus Day)
Oct. 18


Seminars

Oct. 25


Sermons

