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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

A survey course that traces the social forces (sacred and secular) contributing to the development of Western civilization in global context from the Reformation era to the present. The study of key events, ideas, personalities, and movements that have contributed to the major periods of history and the passages between them increases students’ understanding of and appreciation for God’s redemptive purposes. The course will study ways to build bridges from historical understanding to personal spiritual formation, the role of the church in society, and contemporary ministry. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

The following are competencies for Ordination Course of Study which are achieved by this course: 

1. Ability to describe the general story line of Church History and the development of the major 

doctrines and creeds. (CN-24) 

2. Ability to identify and describe the significance of the major figures, themes, and events of the: Reformation, Puritan, Pietist, Wesleyan, and Modern periods of Church History. (CN-25) 

3. Ability to describe how the church implemented its mission in the various periods of Church History. (CN-26) 

4. Ability to describe and interpret the relationship between culture and individual behavior. (CX-5) 

5. Ability to understand, appreciate, and work sensitively to explain the nature of cultures and 

subcultures. (CX-6) 

The following are additional objectives that are achieved by this course: [optional] 

1. An appreciation for the devotion and spirituality of different periods in Christian history in context of their times.

COURSE PROFESSOR:  

David W. Heughins (“Prof Dave’).  PhD, MA University of Minnesota, 1971, 1983; BA Eastern Nazarene College, 1966.  Retired 2007 – present; sometime Adjunct Professor, various; Continuing Education Administrator, Post University & Eastern Nazarene College 1981-96; History Professor, Canadian Nazarene College, 1972-79; 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

1. Sherman, Dennis and Salisbury, Joyce, The West in the World. 3rd ed. Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill, 2004. ISBN: 978-0-07-340692-3. 
2. Noll, Mark A., Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 2001. ISBN: 080106211X 

3. Spickard, Paul, and Cragg, Kevin, M., A Global History: How Everyday Believers Experienced Their World. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academics, 1994. ISBN: 0801022495. 

(NOTE: All three books are used for both Western World in Ancient and Medieval Times and Western World and the Emerging Modern Society courses.) 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Mid-term and Final Examinations:  Essay and short answer will test mastery of classroom and text material. 

2. Weekly Study Questions:  Students will prepare answers to broad questions each week, based on their reading assignments (texts and primary resources) and material presented in class.  Some will require only minimal notes for student’s reference and in-class discussion, while others will be written out in preparation for examinations and to be included in the student portfolio.  

3. Research and Reflection Papers: ten short papers based on collateral reading of primary sources, from Luther to the twentieth century.
COURSE EVALUATION:

1. Class Attendance and Participation = 10% of final grade* 

2. Research and Reflection Papers = 30% of final grade 

3. Weekly Questions/Reports = 30% of final grade*

4. Mid-term Exam = 15% of final grade 

5. Final Exam – 15% of final grade

Attendance: one absence (or lowest Question score) will be forgiven.  More will impact grades. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE/OUTLINE  HIS 2023

I. The Age of Reform




September 13, 20

S&S ch 12, S&C ch 8-9, Noll ch 7&9, Luther, “Preface to Romans,” Selections from Calvin, Institutes
A.  Picking up the Story

1.  Introduction


2.  The Reforming Tide 


3.  State of the Church

4.  Three Reformations or One Renaissance?


B. The Course of the Reformation



Sept 20

1.  Reprise: the Great Reformers

2    Faith and the Sword beyond Europe

3    The council of Trent

4. Faith and the Sword in Europe

II. The Age of Reason and Revival



September 27, October 4
S&S ch 13-15, S&C 232-252, 259-272, Noll ch 10, Selections from Baxter, Edwards, Wesley
A. Europe in 1648

B. The Age of the Baroque

C. The Age of Reason and Pietism

D. The Old Regime





Oct 4
E. The Life and Times of John Wesley

F. The Great Awakening

G. Special Topics & Review 

III.  The Age of Progress




October 11, 18, 25 

S&S ch 16-21, S&C ch 12-13, Noll, ch 11, Selections from Finney, Booth, Nee

A. The Age of Revolution

                  
      1.   The “Democratic” Revolution and Christianity

                  
      2.   Napoleonic Europe

      3…The Industrial Revolution

Mid- Term

B. The Age of Ideology






Oct 18
1. Liberal and Conservative

2. Classic and Romantic

3. Nationalism

4. Socialism and Darwinism

5. 1848

C.  The Age of Nations






Oct 25
1. Bismarck and Cavour

2. The Eastern Question

3. Imperialism

4. Life in the Victorian Age 

5. American Denominations and Revivals

IV. This Present Age





November 1, 8, 15
S&S ch 22-26, S&C ch 14-17, Noll ch 12-13.  Selections from The Fundamentals. ALL WORK DUE NOV 8.

A. The Great War

1. The Long Fuse

2. The Great War

3. The Carthaginian Peace

B. The Fascist Decades

1. The Soviet Experiment

2. The Rise of Fascism

3. Liberalism & Fundamentalism

4. Europe in 1928

5. The Depression

6. The Anti-Christ

7. Why Weimar Fell

C. World War II







Nov 8
1. Blitzkrieg & Sitzkrieg

2. France and Britain

3. Case Barbarosa

4. Hitler’s New Order

5. The Grand Alliance

D. The Cold War Era

1. Reconstruction

2. The Cold War

3. Soviet Christianity

4. Vatican II & Liberation Theology

5. Global Christianity

6. European Unity

7. The Eastern Question

8. The American Challenge

E. The Post-Modern Present





Nov 15
Final Exam 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RESEARCH PAPERS – MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

Here is the minimum: 1) You will have a bibliography (list of sources by author, title, publisher and date – see Noll “further reading” for style.  2) You will use at least two main sources, one of them must be primary [the author was there when it happened].  Normal research papers demand dozens, but I’m looking for quality, not quantity.  3) You will take notes on everything you read for this, with page numbers in the margin, so that you can cite your sources accurately for everything!!!  4) You will document everything you say in footnotes, endnotes, or brackets [choose one] so that everyone will know how hard you worked and can check the sources for themselves if they have any questions.  Document the daylights out of it.  Documentation is important!  When in doubt, document!  5) You will think for yourself and express your own judgments.  6) You will present your findings orally on the date when we discuss your topic and pass in your typed version when ALL WORK DUE.  No exceptions please.  This way you’ll do it, do it right, get the experience, without doing a lot of it the way I did.  Length?  Can’t be longer than you can present and discuss in 15-20 minutes (shorter than a sermon).  Remember, priceless gems are small.  Keep typed paper under 15 pages.

Select ONE (1) topic for your Research and Reflection Paper dealing with a turning point in Christian history, for example:


 Luther and Erasmus: Bondage and Freedom of the Will

    Due
Dec 7


Anabaptism and Parish Christianity





Dec 14


The Role of the Catholic Missionaries in Latin America


Dec 14


The Translation of the Bible into English, through the KJV

Dec 21


Mid-19th Century challenges to belief [Darwin, higher criticism, etc]
Jan 4

American Perfectionism (19th Century)




Jan 11



Pius IX and Modernism






Jan 11


American Fundamentalism






Jan 25


Soviet Christianity







Feb 1


Vatican II








Feb 1

    In-class presentations due on date shown, written papers all due Feb 1

