Reynolds Institute
New England District Church of the Nazarene
BIB-1013 – Introduction to the Old Testament

Fall Term 2010

Professor: Jeffrey Barker (jeffrey.barker@enc.edu)


        3 Semester Hours Credit

Phone:       617-745-3524 (office)




         Tuesday 6:00-9:40 p.m.

                  617-416-0605 (cell)



    Wollaston Church of the Nazarene

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
A survey of the historical, literary, and cultural context of the Old Testament.  This course is a prerequisite for all other Old Testament classes.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
The following are competencies for the Ordination Course of Study which the student will achieve by completing this course:

1) Ability to identify the literary structure and the main story line of the Old Testament (CN-1)

2) Ability to identify the books of the Old Testament by genre (CN-2)

3) Ability to identify the basic thrust of each major section of the Old Testament (CN-3)

4) Ability to identify the main characters of the Old Testament and their role in the story (CN-4)

5) Ability to describe the historical context of the major sections of the Old Testament (CN-5)

6) Ability to chronologically order the main events and persons of the Old Testament (CN-6)

7) Ability to describe the major theological concepts of the Old Testament (CN-7)

COURSE PROFESSOR:
Rev. Jeffrey T. Barker: ThD (candidate) Boston University; M.Div. Nazarene Theological Seminary, 1997; B.A. Eastern Nazarene College, 1993; Pastor, Church of the Nazarene 1997-2002, 2007-present; Professor, Eastern Nazarene College, 2002-present; College chaplain, Eastern Nazarene College 2003-2007
COURSE TEXTBOOKS:
1) Holy Bible (version of your choice)

2) Varughese, Alex (ed.).  Discovering the Old Testament: Story and Faith.  Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0834119943

3) Smith, Marsha A. (ed.).  Holman Book of Biblical Charts, Maps, and Reconstructions.  Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1993.  ISBN: 1558193596
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Class Participation: Students are expected to read and prepare their reading responses in preparation for class.  With that grasp of the material it is expected the student will engage in class discussion and raise important points of inquiry related to the course material.  Attendance and participation are worth 125 points.
Reading Response Questions:  Each student will complete all of the reading response questions and any Bible study material at the end of each chapter.  These responses will guide class discussion and will be submitted for evaluation by the instructor.  These responses are due at the beginning of class each week.  The total points available in these assignments are 300.
Exegetical Study:  Each student will complete an exegetical study of a particular biblical passage.  Students will select their text in consultation with the instructor.  The study’s basic outline should include: historical and literary background material, key words/phrases and their explanations, a statement regarding the original message to the first hearers/readers of the text, and a contemporary interpretation for one’s own ecclesial context.  A final part of the project will be to turn the exegetical work into a Bible study appropriate for a Sunday school class or alternate Bible study group.  Specific information and guidance will be offered by the instructor as well as the distribution of a grading rubic.  These additional resources will help guide the student in the preparation of this final project.  The Exegetical Study project will be worth 200 points and is due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, November 9, 2010.
Unit Exams:  Three unit exams will be given to assess the student’s progress in the course.  These exams will include both objective questions about the material as well as opportunities to explore some of the finer points through the writing of essay responses.  Each exam will be worth 100 points.  The Unit 3 exam will be a “take-out” exam with specific instructions regarding the completion of the exam.
COURSE EVALUATIONS:

Class participation

125 points
Reading Response Questions 300 points
Exegetical Study

200 points

Unit Exams


375 points (125 points each)




1000 points
1000-930 A
799-770 C+

929-900 A-
769-730 C

899-870 B
729-700 C-

869-830 B
699-600 D

829-800 B-
599-0
  F

COURSE SCHEDULE/OUTLINE:

	
(UDB = Unfolding Drama of the Bible)Session
	Date
	Topic
	Reading & Writing Assignments

	1.
	Tues., 9/7
	COURSE INTRODUCTION

TOPIC 1: Making the OT Ours
	Discovering, p. 19-33

	2.

	Tues., 9/14
	TOPIC 2: Learning to Interpret the OT
TOPIC 3: Beginnings and TORAH
	Discovering, p. 35-45
Discovering, p. 47-91

	3.

	Tues., 9/21
	TOPIC 3: Beginnings and TORAH
	Discovering, p. 93-131

	4.
	Tues., 9/28
	Unit 1 exam: TOPICS 1-3 
TOPIC 4: Covenantal Community
	Discovering, p. 135-156

	5.

	Tues., 10/5
	TOPIC 4: Covenantal Community
	Discovering, p. 157-233

	6.

	Tues., 10/12
	TOPIC 5: Wisdom Writings
	Discovering, p. 237-279

	7.

	Tues., 10/19
	Unit 2 exam: TOPICS 4-5
TOPIC 5: Prophetic Literature
	Discovering, p. 283-302

	8.

	Tues., 10/26
	TOPIC 5: Prophetic Literature
	Discovering, p. 303-328, 339-350

	9.

	Tues., 11/2
	TOPIC 5: Prophetic Literature
TOPIC 6: Apocalyptic Literature
	Discovering, p. 351-374
Discovering, p. 329-337

	10.

	Tues., 11/9
	COURSE SYNTHESIS
	Exegetical Project Due

	
	
	Unit 3 exam (take home)
	

	

	
	
	


